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Neighborhood Updates from Michael Lindseth

Michael Lindseth, Richland-West End Neighborhood 
Association president, shares what the board is doing
along with other things of interest to us. Thanks, Michael.  

I am so glad our cold, wet winter is
behind us. I hope everyone is enjoy-
ing the spring weather. For me this is
the best time of year witnessing the
rebirth of Mother Nature. 

Many of you may be wondering
about the date for our annual 
Patrons Party, which is typically held
the first week of May. The executive
committee feverishly worked to 

secure a location for May, however it became complicated
working with everyone’s schedule. The committee decided
to move the party to the summer and our new neighbors,
Melinda and Jeff Balser, have graciously offered their home
at 3657 Richland Ave. on July 21st. I am excited to see
their new home, which was the first new house built on
the Welch College site! We know the huge undertaking 
involved in preparing for a party of this size and genuinely
appreciate their hospitality.  

As our Nabe continues to grow, along with the momentum
of the Patrons Party, we face a conundrum to accommodate
everyone. As much as I would love to have 200 guests 
attend the party, most houses will not accommodate that
many folks with room to mingle. With that being said, for
this year, we will take reservations for the first 130 people
on a first come basis (must prepay). If the weather forecast
behaves, we will open up it up to the first 20 on the wait
list the week of the party. Additionally, if there is a cancella-
tion (no refunds), we will contact those on the wait list.    

The Patrons Party is our only fundraiser for the year. If you
are unable to attend, please consider a donation. This event
underwrites our fall picnic, a portion of the holiday party,
newsletters, and beautification. With the excess proceeds
that were raised last year, we anticipate starting the tree
trimming this summer. Because of the neighbors who
started raising monies years ago with the home tour, the
board had the monies to assist us in the Welch College
transition. I am very grateful for the founders of RWENA
for having the foresight of fundraising for our future! We
(continues page 2)
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Many thanks to all the neighbors who
contributed to this issue. If you’d like
to be a contributor, please let me
know. Thanks.

Martica Griffin
519 N. Wilson
martica.griffin@comcast.net
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Our free Saturday 
tastings are Nashville’s

favorite cup of tea.
(join us from 3-5 p.m., every Saturday)

Hill Center, Belle Meade, next to Publix

(615) 386-0133 • www.thewinechap.com

(from page 1)
continue to sock some of our raised funds away for a rainy day. If you have any
questions or would like details on our funds, please reach out to Amy
Crownover, our treasurer at amy.crownover@att.net.

Please mark your calendars for the annual yard sale scheduled for Saturday,
June 9th! Gary Layda is graciously leading the charge on this. If you have any
questions or would like to volunteer, please do not hesitate to contact him at
laydatn@gmail.com.

Additionally please be on the lookout this summer for a new event. Our family
is hosting a kid-friendly pool party. Your board wants the kiddos in the nabe to
get to know each other. Many of them attend different schools around town
and we think they need a couple of events to connect with peers in the nabe.
Please send me an email if you would like to help or attend.   

Thanks,
Michael
Michael.lindseth@comcast.net
Cell 615.308.5005

March Tree Pruning

Mary Stone organized a pruning of
some of the median trees. She reports
that it was a real success. Robin Bible,
Chris and John Norris, Lou Ann
Brown, John Stone, Michael
Grantham, Wesley Weeks and Gary
Layda all helped.

NABE YARD
SALE 

SATURDAY, JUNE 9
8 am until Noon

It’s time to clean out the
attic and garage and be

part of the annual 
neighborhood yard sale. 

See article 
for details on page 6

Now Open Sunday! Noon - 6pm
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By Phil Brooks

Like many of us, I was drawn to the nabe by the
streetscape, and the many benefits of the streetscape
amaze me to this day. However, after moving here, I 
realized that the trees that make up our streetscape are
no accident, and they need our loving attention to pass
this on to future generations. In doing this, I have made
some important discoveries that I would like to share.

Imagine a sapling twenty years from now

First, before you plant the first tree, imagine what the 
effect of that tree will be twenty years from now. Please
don’t plant a canopy tree within ten yards of the power
or utility lines. That 6 foot tall tulip poplar sapling will be
40 feet tall and NES will cut it down or way back. Lower
growth trees like dogwood, cherry or apple trees may
work perfectly near the utility right of way. Conversely,
hardwood canopy trees will usually look great in your
front yard or in bare spots in our medians. I am having
great success with one of the new chestnut hybrids in
my front yard. It has been bred to resist the chestnut
blight, and I love to imagine what it will look like in an-
other 80 years shading the front yard and sidewalk.

When should we plant?

There are two old rules of thumb in the tree planting
world. One is that the best time to plant a tree is 30
years ago! The other is that you can plant a tree any time
of the year, but if you want it to live, you should plant 
between Thanksgiving and Fat Tuesday as all trees are
dormant then.

What’s next?

Now that we have a plan and a time, what next? Check
with 811 to make sure that you are not planting your
tree on a gas, telecom, water or sewer line. If you are
new to this, contact me to help you with this part. The
811 service is free and money well spent. Having done
this, you get to dig your hole. Your hole should be twice
the diameter of your root ball and twice as deep. The
only thing that can make this part fun is talking your 
significant other into letting you rent heavy equipment.
Without that, it is just shovel and pick. Letting your 
significant other help with the pick and shovel helps
them see the fun benefit of heavy equipment.

Once that fun is done, place your tree in the hole with
the top of the root ball nearly even with the natural
grade of the land. Carefully fold down the metal wires

holding your root ball together. It is not necessary to take
the ball out of the wire basket or the burlap wrap. It is 
vitally important, that you fold the wire and the burlap
away from the top of the root ball. Make sure that there
are no strings or wires around the trunk at its base. If you
forget to cut these away, you could cause your young
tree to be choked. Back fill the hole with the loosened
dirt, and use the excess to create a little rim along the
outer circumference of your hole. Next, turn on the hose
pipe and THOROUGHLY water the root ball. You cannot
put too much water on at initial planting or any other
time in the first year of transplanting.

Mulch and collar

All that is
left now is a
little mulch
and a collar.
I make my
collars by
splitting
lengthwise a
twelve inch
piece of
black corru-
gated plastic
drain tile.
This collar
protects the
fragile and
tinder bark
at the base
from string
trimmers,
the sheriff’s

convicts, and most rodents. Remember to water often
and deeply, especially in the first year. My experiments
with staking are inconclusive. I have staked and not
staked young transplants, and have never had one topple
over. However, none of my transplants have faced really
high velocity winds, and I really do not want a tornado
to give me conclusive evidence.

Good luck and let me know how your experience turns
out.

Step by Step Tree Planting



Willard Oakes Tirrill Home - Davidson Hall 

By Mae Ambrose

The house that we all knew as Davidson Hall at 3609 
Richland was originally occupied by the Willard Oakes 
Tirrill family. He was born in 1874 in Illinois and was the
manager of the Graham Paper Company. He and his wife
Aphra Eve (last name) married in 1900 and had one son,
Willard Oakes Tirrill Jr., b. in 1906. He was an obstetrician
and married Bess Brown whose sister Jane Brown married
my father’s brother. So naturally Dr. Tirrill delivered me
when I was born. Dr. Tirrill Jr. had two sons, opthomolo-
gist, Dr. Willard Oakes Tirrill III (Bill) and John Tirrill who
worked at the old Third National Bank. Of course, Willard
III was our family’s opthamologist! W. O. Tirrill Jr. and John
Tirrill also have a sister Ann Tirrill. The Tirrill family moved
into the house in 1912 and I think they were the first to
live there. They had left the neighborhood by 1942. 

Architecturally speaking, the house is an American four
square. It is built of limestone using the ionic order. The 
exterior construction is alternating smooth and rusticated
courses. The house also has intricate leaded glass windows,
a window with a “thermal” light (to let the light in) over
the central doors on the second floor. There is dental mold-
ing bordering the soffit and rusticated lentels above the
windows on the second floor. On the right side is a porte

cochere for automobiles to drop off passengers before head-
ing to the carriage house. The home originally had a large
garden on the east side with a long pergola similar to the
one that was behind the Welch Library. In the photograph
with W. O. Tirrill and his dog in the side yard you can see
the Hance home and part of the old Richland Apartments
which sat on the corner of Bowling and Richland where 
the gym was located.

In 1920, there were only 2 houses on the south side, this
house at 3609 and one at 3611. By the mid to late 1920s
the eight unit Belle Haven Apartments were built at 3621
Richland. The two cottages at 3601 and 3603 across from
the Hance home were built around 1939. Imagine all of the
green space on this side of the street!

Looking for more info on the house I contacted Philip 
Morgan at the now Welch College in Gallatin. He provided
me with stunning information. Never in my wildest dreams
did I think I would stumble onto the origins of the Free
Will Baptist College in our neighborhood.

Mr. Morgan sent me an article from the church’s newslet-
ter, The Gem, from November 1941 which shows the 
connection to 3609 Richland. “On September 23 and 24,
1941 the board of education was called in session to 

3609 Richland, probably taken in the 1940s Willard Oakes Tirrill



consider certain property believed to be ideal for our use.
On the above dates the Board negotiated a purchase from
Mr. W. O. Tirrill of the city of Nashville near West End of
property most adaptable for Bible School purposes for 
consideration of $15,000. This Christian man, a devout
Presbyterian, in turn donated a check for $1,000 toward 
retirement of the debt. We arranged for annual payments of
$3,000.00 and the rate of interest is to be only 4 ½%. Five
thousand dollars having been paid down leaves an incum-
berance of only $10,000.”

It is not clear when the college named the house Davidson
Hall but it was named for Rev. J. R. Davidson who helped
found the college. Mr. Morgan states that for the first few
years of the college the home was used for their entire 
operation including classrooms, dining, dormitory and 
administration. After the school purchased other properties,
the Tirrill house was used for classes and offices only. Since
the 1960s, it housed the music department and was known
as the music building. The red brick building behind the
home was constructed in 1958 and became the dining hall
and later the student lounge.

In June 2015, the house and adjacent properties were sold
to Mike Ford Developers. The Tirrill house is currently
being renovated by private individuals to include an 

elevator, small pool and detached garage. The original 
windows are being meticulously restored. The original one
story carriage house was demolished to make way for an
alley and condos by Ford Development. 

Be on the lookout for a forthcoming book by Phillip T. 
Morgan and J. Matthew Pinson, Light and Truth: A 75 Year
Pictorial History of Welch College. You can contact Mr.
Morgan at the college for further information.

Many thanks to neighbor Carol Titus who contacted 
descendant Bryant Tirrill for the vintage photographs,
Phillip Morgan at Welch College, and Charles May, my 
former History of Architecture instructor at Nashville State.
Please contact harvardoffice@yahoo.com and I will send 
additional photos sent by Bryant Tirrill.

Aphra and W. O. Tirrill Jr.W. O. Tirrill Jr. and his dog, Andy Boy, in side yard and on front porch
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Concordia Lutheran Church Bake & Rummage Sale

Concordia will again participate in the RWENA Garage Sale. They’ll
have:

• Water and coffee for sale

• Baked goods including breads for sale

• Restroom facilities for attendees

• Climate controlled rooms (in case of hot/humid/wet conditions) 

• Rummage sale (basic garage sale items)

We look forward to seeing our neighbors and friends.

Love Is in the Air! June 16 Backyard Wedding

Debby and Don Pollard will be hosting a wedding & reception party
at their house late in the afternoon of June 16 for Debby’s son and
his new bride. There's a happy story of these two reconnecting in
their 40s after being high school acquaintances here in Nashville.
Congratulations from everyone in the neighborhood!

What Is It?

This odd looking cube of con-
crete is located in a neighbor's
backyard. Do you know what it
is? Please send your guesses to
harvardoffice@yahoo.com. Stay
tuned for an upcoming article
on the full story that involves a
husband and wife. 

Many Thanks to Our Firehouse!

On Sunday May 20 following a storm, a small fire erupted in a tree
and power line on Harvard. Within minutes of a call to 911, a fire

truck arrived to
monitor the situa-
tion. The fire put
itself out and no
damage except
the hackberry. It
lost a number of
limbs. Thanks,
NFD!

       

ICD FlooringICD Flooring
Imagine | Create | Design

 Kellie Graves, Flooring Expe
615.347.7829

 ert

Neighborhood News Roundup

Nabe Yard Sale, June 9

By Gary Layda

If you are busy with spring cleaning or need motivation to
start spring cleaning, then consider participating in the 
annual RWENA neighborhood yard sale! RWENA Annual
Yard Sale is Saturday, June 9, 2018 from 8 a.m. until noon. 

To participate and have your address listed in the newspa-
per ad, please provide your name, address, email and
phone. Deliver or mail with cash or check made out to
RWENA for $5. Deliver or mail your information and
money to: Gary Layda, 3606 Meadowbrook Avenue. 

RWENA provides:
• A large ad listing all addresses in The Tennessean 

newspaper 
• A Goodwill truck at the Church of Christ parking lot

from 12-2:30 p.m. to collect donations of unsold items
(or any items neighbors would like to donate) 

• Signs around the neighborhood a few days prior to 
the event 



By Carter G. Baker

Sometimes I hear that Carole Kenner and I were the
founders of Richland West-End Neighborhood Associa-
tion, Inc, but though she and I were present, there were
others as well. I dug through my files and found a copy of
our application for a charter which was dated August 14,
1975.

Those signers of the charter were: Bob Mode, Kevin
Justis, Anna Sternheimer, Connie and Margaret Seigen-
thaler, Katherine McCreery, Carole and Bill Kenner, Carl
King, Carter and Emily Baker, Roy Creswell, Tom and
Georgia Smith, and one whose signature can’t be read. 
I am afraid that he or she is lost to history.

Bob Mode, Kevin Justis, Roy Creswell, Katherine 
McCreery, and Bill and Carole Kenner moved out of the
neighborhood in the intervening years. All the others are
dead except for me. Tom and Georgia Smith’s house on
Richland was built in 1926 by Georgia’s father as a 
wedding present for her and Tom. Their granddaughter, 
Charlotte Hunter, and her family live there now which I
think makes it the house longest owned and occupied by
the same family – 92 years.

RWENA was formed for several reasons. We were 
concerned about boarding houses, run-down properties,
huge brush piles and parking on the medians, sidewalks
in bad shape, and more. The triggering event was a seri-
ous problem that occurred with a resident of a church-
owned house for former convicts. Our nightly phone calls
to the church trustees resulted in the house’s sale to a
family, the first of many changes that led to the vibrant
neighborhood of today.

The Founders of RWENA
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Here’s a list from neighbors about books they’ve read
and enjoyed. Time for summer reading!

Ibba Surface:
Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward
Maybe not summer reading if you like lighter things 
Lab Girl by Hope Jahren
Great for anyone interested in plants!

Becca Oberlander
Little Fires Everywhere
by Celeste Ng
The Nix by Mohsin Hamid
Perfect Little World
by Kevin Wilson

Charlotte Hunter
Lilac Girls by Martha Hall
Kelly

Dianne Sussman
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee
Little Fires Everywhere
by Celeste Ng

Henry Sussman (rising 6th grader)
Cardboard by Doug TenNapel

Bobby Garfinkle
The Paperboy by Pete Dexter

Elaine Wood
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
“I am reading an oldie but goodie I borrowed from Kathy
West. My mother, who is 90 years old, said that book and
Peyton Place were banned when she was in high school
so she and all her friends made sure they read them!”

Janet Kuhn
Neapolitan Series by Elena Ferrante
First book in series: My Brilliant Friend

Elizabeth Colton Walls
The Essex Serpent by Sarah Perry (fiction)
The Woman’s Hour by Elaine Weiss (non fiction)
From the publisher: The nail-biting climax of one of the
greatest political battles in American history: the ratifica-
tion of the constitutional amendment that granted
women the right to vote.

Amy Crownover
One Thousand White Women: The Journals of May
Dodd by Jim Fergus
Hissy Fit by Mary Kay Andrew

What Neighbors are Reading

Spring & Summer Solicitors
More people knock on doors during warm weather and
with statewide primaries in early August, there should be
an uptick in solicitors. However, they do need an official
Metro issued ID. Ask to see it if you answer your door. 

Here’s who Metro says is exempt from having a permit.  
• Charitable organizations
• Books sales or other expressive works
• Newspaper or magazine subscriptions

For more information, visit 
www.nashville.gov/Metro-Clerk/Solicitation-Permits.aspx



Spring in the Neighborhood


