
Summary of Design Changes to 3415 Murphy Road SP	
 
On September 27, 2018, the Metro Planning Commission recommended approval for GBT Realty’s 3415 
Murphy Road SP, a mixed-use development in the West End Avenue/I-440 Corridor in West Nashville. 
Responding to neighborhood concerns, GBT and Gresham Smith Partners prepared a scaled back design 
that represents a meaningful reduction in impact of the proposed development. This was achieved 
through a reduction in height and massing but also through changing the proposed office use to 
residential. A comparison between the current and previous design is reflected in the table below. 
	

Statistic Previous Design Current Design Change 

Height The building approved by the 
Planning Commission was 207.5 
feet tall. 
 
 

By swapping the office use for residential, 
the new design is only 167 feet tall, a 
reduction of 40.5 feet. 
 
NOTE: An earlier version of the proposal 
was approximately 300 feet tall and 
reduced to 207.5 based on feedback 
from Planning and the neighborhood. 

20% reduction 
in height from 
previous design 

Density/ 
Uses 

Approved plans included 175 
hotel rooms, 18,700 square feet (sf) 
of retail and 250,000 sf of office. 
 
 

Hotel and retail remain virtually 
unchanged. However, office has been 
swapped for residential and reduced to 
220,000 sf. 
 
Residential is significantly less dense than 
office. A conservative estimate is about 
100 sf per office occupant and 800 sf per 
residential occupant. Therefore by 
changing to residential and scaling down 
by 30,000 sf, we estimate an 89% 
reduction in occupancy in those spaces. 

89% reduction 
in occupancy in 
areas previously 
slated for office 
use 

Traffic 
Counts  

Based on a study performed by 
traffic engineering firm KCI 
Technologies, 3415 Murphy would 
have generated approximately 
4,343 new daily trips. 

The significant reduction in density 
reduces expected traffic counts to an 
estimated 2,825 new daily trips. 

35% reduction 
in estimated 
new daily trips 

Massing The previous design called for four 
levels of above-grade parking and 
a larger visible structure. 

The new design puts all parking below 
ground and reduces the above-grade 
floor area. 

38% reduction 
in above-grade 
massing 


