
February 5,20t9

Dear Councilman Kindall

cc: Kathleen Murphy, Burkley Allen

On behalf of the Richland-West End Neighborhood Association, thank you for postponing the Council
hearing and vote on the Fifth-Third Murphy Road redevelopment until March 5th.

Our Association Board met on Thursday, January 3L. During the meeting we reconfirmed that, as a

board, we support redevelopment of this site.

It was encouraging to see GBT's new aesthetic improvements -- separating the project into two towers,
moving the parking underground and adding the courtyard and seam masonry features. The change
from office to residential definitely addresses some of the traffic concerns, and adding no short-term
rental is especially important and appreciated. These changes, along with the Planning Department
conditions to the original proposal (curbing to protect the 440 Greenways along West End Place and

Park Circle; extensive landscaping commitment to trees and tall scrubs on every outdoor amenity and
streetscape; no signage facing the neighborhoods on the west, and no internally illuminated signage)

offer positive steps to make the proposed development more welcoming. Although the specific plans

have not yet been communicated, we are encouraged that GBT has committed to work with us to
develop a construction laydown and worker parking arrangements that will prevent impact on
surrounding residential neighborhoods.

There are, however, still unanswered questions and concerns. To make the best use of the time we
have before the March 5th meeting, and in an effort to work productively with GBT, these are
summarized below.

Outstanding questions/requests that need to be provided:
o Decision on building surfaces that will mitigate reflective sun
o Updated and expanded traffic study results, especially as it pertains to neighborhood cut

through and pedestrian crossings on Murphy Road for the 440 Greenways, and West End

Avenue at both Bowling Avenue and Murphy Road.

o Updated details on onsite parking for residential, retail and hotel, and specific free parking
plans

o Renderings with view from the 3500 block Richland Avenue/CentralAvenue.

We just learned that blasting activities will likely be needed to construct underground parking. While
we agree that underground parking seems to be a good solution to reduce height, many of the folks in

our neighborhood are concerned about potentialfor damages to our century old homes. Can GBT

make a presentation with a competent engineer to explain to us why blasting should not be a concern?

The most concerning aspect of the project that has not yet been resolved to our satisfaction is the
height and density of the project. Our preference would be that the height of the tallest tower be no
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higher than 155 feet from the current surface elevation. The intent of this is to reduce both the mass

and the square footage to a level that we believe will be acceptable by the majority of neighbors.

Based on the March 5th Council meeting, we respectfully request that a response to the above be sent

to the Richland-West End Neighborhood Association by February L4,2019. Additionally, w€
recommend that at least one public meeting be conducted the week of February L8, to review the
revised plans (perhaps limited to height and density), discuss the potential parking, traffic and blasting

impact and more definitive plans forthe building surfaces and height. lt would be in everyone's best

interest if more consideration were given to a meeting environment and design that encourages
productivity and constructive feedback. We would also welcome any moderator that can keep

discussions on these points, as opposed to broader topics like generalized opinions of developers,
property tax policy or the growth of Nashville in general.

It is our hope that the decisions agreed upon as a result of our meetings and discussions will be

incorporated into the formal SP and formalized in writing (with the renderings) by Tuesday, February

27 for the Richland-West End Neighborhood Associations'final consideration. lf this timeline is
unrealistic, we would not be opposed to a further extension of the Council vote.

Thank you again, Councilman Kindall, for your help and commitment to moving this project forward in

a manner that will ensure our neighborhoods' and city growth is thoughtful and mutually beneficial to
neighborhoods and developers.

lf you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please contact me at 615 238 3520

Richland-West End Neigh orhood Association

James ember of the Board of Directors
By
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